TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES OF APRIL 14, 2009
PLANNING COMMISSION
TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING, 2355 US31N

Present:  Scott, Colvin, Goossen, King, Thompson, Tomlinson, and Walworth
Absent:   None
Others:
  Briggs, Grobbel
Audience:  7
1. Meeting was convened at 7:30 p.m.  
2.
Agenda approved as written/published, unanimous.
3.
Correspondence, etc.  Scott announced that the MTA has scheduled a Making Parliamentary Procedure Work Seminar on Monday, May 11, 2009, in Gaylord.  No other announcements.  

4.
Minutes of March 10, 2009, motion by Walworth, seconded by Goossen, approved as written   7-0. 
5.
Concerns of the Public other than Agenda Items.  From the audience, Alan Martel addressed the Commission with his concern that A-Ga-Ming will become a non-conforming PRD if the PUD is approved.  Chair Scott responded that if the PRD is eliminated and the PUD is revised under which A-Ga-Ming would fall, those specific uses would be allowed under the PUD as a non-conforming use; and Scott further stated that the Commission is in the beginning stages of looking at the new concept of a rural resort overlay.  Mr. Martel also stated his concerns with the amount of money the Township is spending on non-conforming use issues, and reported that the County is starting a Citizen Planner program in Elk Rapids. 
6.
Discussion and possible action on Planning Commission Ordinance.   The Commission discussed the conflict of interest section in the ordinance regarding members being disqualified from deliberating and voting on a matter when that member has an ownership interest in land within 300 feet of an involved property and the only exception to that rule being the rule of necessity.  Chair Scott stated that Township Attorney Graham has previously said that those commission members who have an ownership interest in land within 300 feet would have to recuse themselves, and the purpose is not only to avoid a conflict of interest but to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest.   The current Planning Commission By-Laws do not specify the 300 feet issue, but those by-laws may need to be changed because of the new 2008 Planning Enabling Act.  Chair Scott will schedule a conference call with Township Attorney Bryan Graham, Vice Chair Walworth, and Chris Grobbel to clarify what the Commission members will need to do when decisions regarding A-Ga-Ming come up.  The entire ordinance will need to be approved by the Township Board by the end of 2010.

7.
Discussion of draft PUD/PRD Zoning Ordinance language amendment.  The Commission discussed Version 5, Ordinance Amendment dated March 25, 2009. Changes were suggested, and Grobbel will incorporate these changes and return to the Commission at the May 12, 2009 meeting.  The Commission also discussed definitions and the concept of a rural resort overlay district, and Chair Scott asked the Commission members to go through the rural resort overlay district and definitions to see what language could be included in the PUD without having an overlay district.

8.
Concerns of the Public. Maryann Jorgenson addressed the Commission, stating her concerns regarding 15.04E in the Zoning Ordinance amendment language referencing open space and asked that the Commission consider adding airport runways.  Scott responded that the airport is not zoned PUD and would not apply.  Alan Martel addressed the Commission on vegetation and open space issues.  
9.
Other Concerns of the Planning Commission.  Thompson asked for an update on Greg Pardee’s interest in the Township’s property for purposes of a flea market.  Chair Scott reports Greg Pardee appeared before the Township Board, and it is up to the Township Board to decide the next step they want to take with an appraisal on the property.  Tomlinson responded to Alan Martel’s previous comments on open space non-conformance.  
10.
With no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 
These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Patricia A. Stephens

Recording Secretary


